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to be the year that…?
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& Family Centre
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Cowfold Village Hall,
Diary Events:
Bolney Road,
‘Fun, laughter and 6000 steps’
Cowfold RH13 8AA
01903 270444
An SDS Giant
Local Business Focus: New Year, new
The Steyning Health Centre:
start
Tanyard Lane, Steyning, BN44 3RJ
Local Business Focus: Well Adjusted
Telephone Appointments: 01903 843400
Out of Hours/Emergencies: 01903 843400
Health scoops another AWARD!
Surgery Hours:
Do you really need a Will?
Mon: 8:00am - 8:00pm Tues 8:00am - 6:30pm
Be a Friend of the Steyning Festival
Wed 8:00am - 8:00pm Thur 8:00am - 8:00pm
CHALK support Steyning Downland
Fri 8:00am - 6:30pm Sat and Sun: Closed
Scheme
Steyning & District Good Neighbours
Steyning Community Orchard. January
Association:
2022
T: 01903 816181
Waxwings
Steyning Parish Council:
Local Business Focus: Book Reviews:
www.steyningpc.gov.uk
January 2022..
T: 01903 812042 - E: spcclerk@btconnect.com
Local Clubs and Societies
January 2022: Gardening Journal
The Steyning Centre:
www.steyningcentre@btconnect.com
Steyning Museum Archives: Men of their
T: 01903 812042
Word
Opening Hours 9:00am to 5:00pm
Index
The Steyning Centre, Fletcher’s Croft, Steyning
The Steyning Health Centre:
Tanyard Lane, Steyning, BN44 3RJ
Telephone Appointments: 01903 843400
Out of Hours/Emergencies: 01903 843400

Thank you to all our Readers,
Advertisers and Content Contributors.
Wishing all the very best for 2022.
For up-to-date news and information about what’s going on visit our
W: www.yourmag.co.uk - Subscribe to our mailing list: www.yourmag.co.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

STEYNING IN BLOOM- Update and
diary dates for 2022
Happy New Year from the Steyning Bloom team. We had many
compliments on last year’s summer planting in the High Street – you may
have seen us, in late October, digging out those huge cannas lilies and
overflowing begonias and planting the yellow wallflowers that have now started to bloom.
Shortly you will see the tulips appearing and providing the bursts of colour so essential in
lifting the spirits at this difficult time.
We are lucky in Steyning to have plenty of
enthusiastic residents and businesses who
contribute much to the floral decoration of
our town. There were some beautiful planted
pots and hanging baskets – and a spectacular
canopy of flowers over the door and windows
of the Chequer Inn. Congratulations to all
and to the Business Chamber whose sparkly
Christmas trees gave us such joy in dark
December. Thanks to them and to the Parish
Council for helping to fund Steyning in Bloom.

please contact us:
Jill Burstow 01903 879750
Elisabeth Harden 01903 812317
5 Church Street.
The Steyning in Bloom Quiz: Quiz on the Box
postponed twice due to the virus, will now
be held on Wednesday 16th February, Covid
permitting. Many people very kindly held

Welcome Back – Visit Steyning
The Government ‘Welcome Back to High Streets Fund’ - which is
being organised and administered by Horsham District Council has financially supported the project that the Steyning & District
Community Partnership Visitor & Tourism Committee instigated to
fit in with the run up to Christmas.
It involves a quantity of beautifully designed
shopping bags which advertises both
Steyning and the Visit Steyning website
- all to be given away to shoppers. The
bags arrived just in the nick of time for the
Steyning Late Night Shopping evening, when
a great many were happily handed out.
Even Father Christmas was lucky enough to
receive a first edition ! Supplies will also be
available from various spots in Steyning High
Street during December – or until they run
out! There is still a small amount of money
left over within this funding pot, so it is
hoped that this will be utilised within a High
Street Arts & Craft Workshop event running
sometime in February/March.
Fingers crossed this will take place, Covid
restrictions permitting – keep your eye out
for updates on www.visitsteyning.co.uk

The Chequer Inn.
Funding is always a problem but the last two
years have been particularly tricky. We had to
cancel the very popular quiz – more of that
later – so we needed to rethink and decided
to channel our efforts into a new venture –
‘Open Gardens’. This was a great success
and sixteen gardens hosted nearly four
hundred visitors. We’ve been encouraged to
make this an annual event, so put Sunday
26th June 2022 in your diaries. We have had
several offers of gardens already but would
like more, so if you feel that you can offer
your garden for others to admire, whether it’s
large, small, well tended or fashionably wild,
4

Front Cover: ‘Frosty
Bramber Tree’ by
Martin Tomes

over their tickets for this, and it would help
our planning if they contacted the numbers
above to reconfirm their booking.
Thanks to all for help and support – so
important to Steyning in Bloom in their
efforts to create flowering displays
in our High Street.
We hope that we will see many of you at our
events and wish you a happy 2022.
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Martin has been taking photographs
since his youth and has recently been
awarded the Licentiateship of the Royal
Photographic Society.

With no shortage of subjects in the Steyning
area, Martin has a large portfolio of images
taken locally. Many of these were exposed
around sunrise when most of us were still
tucked in bed.
He particularly enjoys making prints and
is able supply high quality giclée prints (a
process of using pigment inks on archival

papers) with frames to suit.
To find out more visit:
martintomes.photography or
email: sales@martintomes.photography
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Taking Action on the Climate: Is
this going to be the year that…?
The Glasgow Climate Summit was a wake up call not
just for governments but for everyone on the planet.
As we sang at the climate march in November, ‘We need to build a better future,
and we need to start right now!’
The New Year is a good moment for all of us
to think ahead and ask the question:
What am I going to do differently this
year to help tackle the climate and
biodiversity crises?
We are all starting from different places. So
there is no script to follow. But we can all
do something that would make a difference,
as well as making us feel we are doing
something positive to build that better future.
Here are eight suggestions that might help
get you thinking. Some are easy steps that
cost very little; others are more ambitious.
So is 2022 going to be the year that you and
your family:

the first place!
• Get your bike out the shed? It might need
a tune up. But if we all used our bikes more to
get around locally it would ease congestion,
save on emissions and improve air quality.
And most of us could use the exercise.
• Cut down on meat and dairy? Though
many are enjoying the new alternatives, not
everyone is ready to cut out meat and diary
entirely. But we can all have a big effect on
our food footprint by buying less, buying
better quality, and buying local.
• Finally get around to fitting some extra
insulation? Many simple energy saving
measures won’t cost a bomb and will make
our homes cosier. With gas prices going
through the roof, the loft is a good place to
start.

• Make more space for wildlife in your
garden? There’s so many small things you
can do which will encourage birds, bees,
hedgehogs and other good stuff. Why not
• Cut back on flying? Many of us are
turn your garden into a mini wildlife sanctuary yearning to get back to foreign holidays.
while saving on the mowing!
But hopping on a plane is the quickest way
of trashing our carbon footprints. So think
• Get your
carefully and
act together
look at the
on recycling?
alternatives
We could all
before you
do better on
book that
this and it’s
ticket.
surprising how
much you can
• Invest in
recycle these
solar panels or
days. It all about
maybe a heat
getting into
pump? If you’re
the habit of
serious about
thinking before
creating a low
you bin things.
carbon home
Or, better still,
this has to be
thinking before
the future. Why
you buy them in
not get started
‘We need to build a better future’ (Photo: Frank Bull)
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now? It wouldn’t hurt to look into the options
and get a quote.
• Go electric with your next car? The EV
revolution is upon us. So is this the year to
join it? There’s a huge range of new models
now available, and some good second hand
deals. With charging facilities improving all
the time, going electric is now a realistic
option; just ask someone who’s got one and
they’ll tell you how pleased they are to have
made the switch.
Get involved:
One final question – is this the year you’re
going to get active and join a local volunteer
group?
Getting involved in a practical project or
campaign can be the best antidote to that
feeling of hopelessness we all feel at times,
especially when we switch on the news and
hear of the latest climate-related disaster.

Besides Greening Steyning, we are lucky
to have a whole range of enthusiastic
local volunteer groups working on wildlife
conservation, tree planting, and other issues.
They would all love to hear from you!
To finish with the words of former US
President, Jimmy Carter: ‘I have one life and
one chance to make it count for something….
I do whatever I can, wherever I am, whenever
I can, for as long as I can, with whatever I
have, to try to make a difference.’
To find out more on all these options and
how you can get involved
visit: www.greeningsteyning.org
Or join us online for Green Drinks on 31
January, where we will be talking about
how we can all make a difference in tackling
climate change. Book in at:
www.greeningsteyning.org/events

Steyning Parish Council
Community Film Night

Wednesday 2nd February - 19:30 - 22:00
The Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
Screening: OFF THE RAILS
A dying wish from their best friend Anna (Andrea Corr)
compels Cassie (Kelly Preston), Kate (Jenny Seagrove),
and Liz (Sally Phillips), to put old feuds aside and take
her 17 year old daughter on an interrailing journey
across Europe that they did not quite finish during their
studies.
Now in their fifties, they are older but not necessarily
wiser. With some bad luck, train strikes and romantic
entanglements thrown in their way, the trip promises
as many laughs and tears and self-discovery as the
first time around. The question is: will they reach their
destination in time to honour their friend’s memory?
The film features remastered classic Blondie, including
Call Me, One Way or Another, Dreaming, Heart of Glass, Tide Is High alongside catalogue
deep cuts, a cover, and unreleased exclusive tracks such as Tonight. Tickets are on sale at
the Steyning Centre at £6 and include tea or coffee during the interval. Wine is available at
£2.50 per glass. Doors open at 19:00 for a 19:30 start.
Your Steyning, Bramber & Beeding: January 2022 • www.yourmag.co.uk
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CALL TODAY FOR A QUICK AND
EASY CONSULTATION!

07840 932223

SEASONAL LAWN FEEDS
WEED & MOSS CONTROL
AERATION & SCARIFICATION
OVERSEEDING & TOP DRESSING
TURFING
HARD SURFACE TREATMENTS
GRASS CUTTING

info@sdlc.uk
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ww.sdlc.uk
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Steyning for Trees:
2021 Review

Help Fight Climate Change
TREES COMBAT AIR
POLLUTION.

SFT has had a very busy year and we haven`t
finished yet with more planting into 2022. I
hope some of you enjoyed the pictures of SFT
volunteers planting on `Action in Rural Sussex` website to
celebrate national tree week.
Many thanks to Steyning Community Football
Club for the opportunity to plant a 300 whip
hedge behind the goal. A pleasure to work
with the supportive people there and to
plant a small copse on the mound for their
SANDS charity. Pity that the Primary School
children weren’t able to join us due to Covid.
We hope to do this in the future. The hedging
plants for Steyning FC were obtained by SFT
through the Queen’s Green canopy scheme.
This hedge will provide a vital link for the
wildlife corridors through Steyning. Wish the
Football Club every success for this season.
An AMAZING achievement by our volunteers
for planting 720 trees in less than 3 hours
with the National Trust volunteers at
Saddlescombe Farm near Devil’s Dyke! Many
thanks to Roly for delicious lamb burgers.
Thank you to The Sussex Community
Foundation for helping fund the hedge
on this wonderful environmental farm. We
managed to plant a 3 row hedge that will
provide cover to many species which now call
Saddlescombe their ‘South Downs their for
ever home’, for everyone.
The yew trees provided by SFT for the
churchyard have arrived to be planted by

pupils from the Grammar School. under the
guidance of David Buckett SFT’s co-chair; in
the new year.
Abbey road hedge, planted over a year ago
has been kept tidy and watered by us, as well
as some of the whips being replaced.
I expect you have seen the 33 lovely trees,
(to join the 21), which have been planted for
us by the excellent WSCC contractors on
the verges in Steyning. Thank you to all the
residents who have helped us to fund this
and for such lovely comments from so many
of you. ‘Thanks for the work you have done
to get the tree planted outside our house...
we love it.’ We already have started the list of
trees for next year. Requests please to SFT
by June 2022, latest. This scheme is now
totally driven by residents requests.
Many thanks to the Steyning Society to
whom we are affiliated, for hosting our
website, our funders: Wilson Memorial Trust,
Sussex Community Foundation, Sussex
Police and South Downs National Park. Also
the vast number of individual donors who are
supporting us, our wonderful committee and
tremendous group of volunteers who work so
hard to get hedges planted.
We hope our hedgerows will provide homes,
food and shelter for our nesting birds, so
many of them now tragically endangered and
put on the red list by the latest survey. We
are working with other organisations; CPRE
Sussex (the Countryside Charity) and Action
in Rural Sussex to encourage hedge and
tree planting in the rest of Sussex. We are
delighted to see Lewes is planting 31 trees
this year.
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Diary Events:

The following non recurring events are also in the What's On section on the Your
Steyning, Bramber & Beeding website at: www.yourmag.co.uk
NOTE: Post non recurring events before 10th of the month prior to the print month.
roger@barawood.co.uk
Tuesday 4th January
Paper Daisy Events
10:00 – 16:00
The Shoreham Centre, 2 Pond Road,
Shoreham-by-sea, BN43 5WU

13:45 - 16:00
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
Sounds Nostalgic

Enjoy an afternoon of Foot Stomping
Specials. Singalong Numbers, Dancing
Routines. A Haven of Catchy Tunes to
We are back for our annual Christmas Makers savour and enjoy. Sounds Nostalgic states
Fair that coincides with Small Business
it is for a ‘discerning clientele who are
Saturday in Shoreham. Shop small this
connoisseurs of easy listening, orchestral
Christmas and support your local makers,
and instrumental music’. Entrance fee
artists, designers and creatives joining us.
£3-00 Membership£8-00. Usual raffle
We’re back with our creative workshops,
and refreshments. New members always
charity fundraising, live performances, special welcome. Come a little earlier so we can
guest appearances including your favourite
explain the format of the afternoon and find
snowman. Please wear a face covering, when you a seat. Transport can be arranged from
moving around inside the venue. There will
Steyning & Upper Beeding. If needed please
be hand sanitising stations upon entry.
contact Debbie Stewart 01903 812040.
www.paperdaisyevents.co.uk
Sunday 9th January
Wednesday 5th January
Greening Steyning
Steyning Parish Council Community Film
13:00 - 16:00
Night
On the roadside outside your house!
19:30 – 22:00
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
Give Your Stuff Away Day
Christmas Makers Fair

Screening: DREAM HORSE
The true story of Dream Alliance, an unlikely
racehorse bred by small-town bartender
Jan Vokes. With very little money and no
experience, Jan convinces her neighbours
to chip in their meagre earnings to help raise
Dream and compete with the racing elites.
Their investment pays off as Dream rises
through the ranks and a beacon of hope for
their struggling community. Tickets are on
sale at the Steyning Centre at £6 which will
include tea or coffee during the interval. Wine
can be purchased at £2.50 per glass. Doors
open at 19:00 for a 19:30 start.
Friday 7th January
Vintage Years
14

Have a New Year clear out and give away
unwanted but usable items. Put them out
at 13:00 and take any remaining items in at
16:00. Recycling and re-using makes sense
Monday 10th January
The Arts Society, Steyning
10:00 – 12:00
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
British Architecture in India by Prasannajit
de Silva
View a variety of architectural styles Britain
adopted, during the Empire period in India, for
public & private buildings. Ranging from neoclassical and Gothic revival to the so-called
Indo-Saracenic and even Art Deco.
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View examples from Kolkata, Mumbai, New
Delhi and elsewhere, we will also consider
what the shifting approaches may tell us
about British attitudes to the imperial project.
Free to members, £10 donation for visitors.
steyning@theartssociety.org
www.theartssocietysteyning.org.uk
Tuesday 11th January
Vintage Years
10:00 - 15:00
Mambo Jambos at Squires Nursery,
Washington, West Sussex
Outing to Mambo Jambos and Lunch at
Squires
Pottery painting at Mambo Jambos followed
by lunch at Squires Nursery. There will be no
organised transport for this event and it will
also be a pay as you go event.
To book your place please contact Sally
MCNiff 01903 815792
Monday 17th January
Steyning Downland WI
Wiston Estate Winery
02:30 - 16:30
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning

on the door. We respectfully ask that masks
be worn on arrival. Reg. Charity No. 269859
www.steyningsociety.org.uk
Monday 31st January
Greening Steyning
19:30 - 21:00
Online via Zoom.
Making your own Climate Action Plan +
AGM
Green Drinks: What are you going to do this
year to cut your carbon footprint? Join online
to discuss why individual actions matter, and
how all can help contribute to reducing global
emissions. Even small steps can make a
difference - but only if we all get behind this!
We will also be holding a short AGM (10 mins
max!) to confirm key roles and review the
accounts for 2021. Find out more and book a
spot at: https://greeningsteyning.org/events/
Wednesday 2nd February
Community Film Night
19:30 - 22:00
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning

Stepping Stones
Podiatry
Podiatry/Chiropody Home Visiting Service
Jane Stoner BSc(Hons) MRCPod HCPC registered

and friendly service in the comfort of your home.
• Professional
aspects of foot and nail care.
• All
Areas: Horsham, Cowfold, Partridge Green, Henfield,
• Hassocks, Hurstpierpoint, Steyning & Upper Beeding

To arrange a visit: 07809 210836
steppingstonespodiatry@gmail.com
www.steppingstonespodiatry.co.uk

Screening: OFF THE RAILS

A talk by Kirsty Goring on the Wiston Estate A dying wish from their best friend Anna
Winery.
(Andrea Corr) compels Cassie (Kelly Preston),
Kate (Jenny Seagrove), and Liz (Sally Phillips),
Visitors welcome. For more information
to put old feuds aside and take her 17-yearplease phone 01903 812570
old daughter on an interrailing journey
across Europe that they did not quite finish
Friday 21st January
during their studies. Now in their fifties, they
The Steyning Society
are older but not necessarily wiser. With
19:00 - 21:00
some bad luck, train strikes and romantic
Steyning Centre, Fletchers Croft, Steyning
entanglements thrown in their way, the trip
promises as many laughs and tears and
Tom Aubrey ‘A history of the Goodwood
self-discovery as the first time around. The
Motor Racing Circuit’ by Hilly Sloan
question is: will they reach their destination in
time to honour their friend’s memory? The film
Hilly is a professional tour guide and history
features remastered classic Blondie, including
graduate. She is an authority on Goodwood
Call Me, One Way or Another, Dreaming,
Estate and Chichester. She is a keen walker
Heart of Glass, Tide Is High, catalogue deep
and a lively speaker. Tickets are available in
cuts, a cover, and unreleased exclusive tracks
advance from The Steyning Book Shop and
such as Tonight. Tickets at The Steyning
are free to members and £3 to guests.
Centre at £6 include tea or coffee during the
In the interests of safety, we continue to limit interval. Wine is available at £2.50 per glass.
tickets to 70. There may be tickets available
Doors open at 19:00 for a 19:30 start.
16
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LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS

‘Fun, laughter and 6000 steps’ (Discofit regular)
Discofit classes are dance fitness sessions for people who love to party.
spirit. Yes you’ll get your heart rate up, yes
your muscles will be working, yes you’ll
improve coordination and flexibility but more
importantly you’ll be boosting your serotonin
and releasing stress as you exercise in a
party atmosphere to fantastic disco, pop and
party music.
Classes start on 4th January with various
payment options and Early Bird discounts.
Spaces are limited to ensure classes are
Covid-safe.

The focus is on fun with great music
and an amazing atmosphere.

Join us on:
Tuesdays 7.30am - 8.30pm or
Thursdays 11.15am - 12.15pm
at The Barn, Horsham Road, or
Thursdays 6.00pm - 7.00pm
at Beeding & Bramber Village Hall.

You don’t need any dance experience or
Come and have a boogie, and get fit without
coordination to take part. Routines are simple
thinking about it as you’ll be having so much
and there are options with all the moves so
fun!
you can dance in a way that works for you
and your body.
https://bookwhen.com/discofit or contact
Emma at emma.vernonharcourt@gmail.com
Much more than just a fitness class, Discofit
promotes wellbeing in mind, body and

An SDS Giant
Despite the many visitors the SDS welcomes each day,
there are still new and exciting things to discover! The
latest is this HUGE old Ash coppice stool. It sits inconspicuously about half way up
the Allotments Path, overlooking the Rifle Range and it’s a real biggy - 7.98 metres
in circumference to be exact, which makes it the 5th largest Ash in Sussex!
Although none of its stems are particularly
ancient, the size of the coppice bowl they sit
on suggests it could well date right back to
the Middle Ages. It’s a bit of living history and
thankfully, still free of Ash Dieback disease.
Coppicing, used for thousands of years,
manages forests for harvesting wood without
replanting. The stump after harvesting is a
‘coppice stool’ which becomes an indication
of the life span of the tree to be seen half
way up the Allotments Path.
18
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Let us give you something to smile about…
• NHS/Private Patients
• See patients within 24 hours
• Six Month Smiles
• Facial aesthetics
• Your safety is our priority
• Our dental team follows all NHS
Covid-19 protocols
• Family friendly practice
• Feel confident at social and
business events

Think of Mallards…

2 Mallard Way, Henfield, BN5 9HF

Before

Before

After

After

Introducing the Bioclear Matrix System: a simple way to
get rid of black triangles, diastema and uneven teeth.
This advanced tooth bonding technique is a minimally
invasive and cost-effective dental treatment that uses
clear forms that are then filled with heated composite
material matched to the shade of your teeth.
Call us to book your consultation, or to find out more…

CALL 01273 495 966 TODAY

or email enquiries@mallardsdental.co.uk

www.mallardsdental.co.uk

20
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LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS

New Year, new start
Is the New Year a good time to consider re-mortgaging?
The answer is maybe!
Traditionally, lenders are looking to get
market share and get off to a good start to
the first quarter of a New Year. This means
that rates are normally competitive, but they
do not last long!

When a particular lender has a market leading
rate, they will be inundated with applications
so it is all about timing from them as leaving
the rate available too long has a significant
impact on processing and this can happen.

This type of activity is mainly associated with
the larger lenders and so using a broker to
If a lender decides that they want to get a
spot the low rates on offer, and the knowing
the likelihood of them being available for
foothold in the market by issuing low rates
they will soon withdraw them when they have long, is essential.
sufficient new pipeline business.
For more advice and help with making a
new start with your mortgage finances
This can be frustrating when advising
in 2022 please give Compass a call
clients as by the time we collate all the
and they can point you in the
documentation in time to submit an
application the product could have been
right direction – 01903 815444
withdrawn or the rate increased!

22
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LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS

Well Adjusted Health scoops
another AWARD!
Our local chiropractor, Mark Jones wins a national
quality award for the third consecutive time.
Well Adjusted Health, has again been awarded the
highly regarded ‘Patient Partnership Quality Mark’
(PPQM) by The Royal College of Chiropractors, a Royal
Chartered professional body.
The PPQM recognises excellence in
terms of meeting patient expectations
in a range of areas. They were required
to demonstrate they meet patient
expectations in a wide range of areas,
including the following:
• Accessibility
• Booking systems and out-of-hours 		
cover
• Cleanliness and safety
• Privacy
• Communication
• Patient education
• Record keeping
Mark comments: ‘We are thrilled to have
received this prestigious award again.
This time was a real challenge to fulfil
the really stringent application process
especially with the Covid safe protocols
in place and restructuring how we do
things to protect anyone who visits us.
Our practice provides a patient centered
service, and this recognises the effort
we have put in to meet the expectations
and needs of our patients.
We are really proud to have this effort
and commitment recognised. Our aim
is to continually improve the care and
service we offer and we always welcome
feedback from our patients to help us
24

achieve this.’
The decision to award the PPQM is
made by a panel comprised of patients
and the general public who form the
Royal College of Chiropractor’s patients’
committee.
The Chiropractic Patients Association
(CPA), said that “as one of the sponsors
of the Patient Partnership Quality Mark,
the CPA knows from their members
how valuable the award has been in
encouraging clinics to go that extra
mile in the care they provide for their
patients. We congratulate Well Adjusted
Health on achieving such a standard of
excellence.”
This will be the third time that Well
Adjusted Health has received this award,
demonstrating its continued commitment
to providing excellent service to the
community. The practice has been
established for over 10 years with a
long tradition of providing high quality
chiropractic treatment.
If you have a specific question regarding
any pain or problem areas, or would like
to book a Free 15 minute consultation
for you or your family please call Well
Adjusted Health on 01903 892171
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Shop 3, Cobblestone Walk,
74 High Street, Steyning, BN44 3RD

01903 812466
07825314696
info@steyningosteopathicclinic .co.uk
www.steyningosteopathicclinic .co.uk
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OSTEOPATHS
GEMMA HARDING M.Ost
BEN WHITE M.Ost, JEN NASH M.Ost
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LOCAL BUSINESS FOCUS

Do you really need a Will?
In simple terms, there is no legal obligation for you to have one. However, dying
intestate can lead to a number of issues for your estate and those you leave
behind. So, should the question really be: Do you need a Will Writer?
Obviously the first thing to point out is we
have some skin in the game here, however,
I wanted highlight that there are actually a
number of options and it really is down to
personal choice and how much work you
want to do yourself.
Option number one is simply do nothing. No
Will, no problem for you- you’ll be dead, just
let the family fight it out after you’ve gone.
Option two- DIY. Often these are referred
to as ‘cheap and cheerful’ or ‘good enough’.
A quick search on the internet will bring up
multiple purchasing options from as little as
about £10. So the question is are they really
good enough? If you have a document that
is correctly worded, dated and signed by
two independent witnesses and the testator,
then it legally classes as a Will. Generally, the
issues arise when the wording is ambiguous,
no dates are written on the document,
names aren’t documented correctly, or
the documents haven’t been signed and
witnessed correctly. This leaves the family
in a huge predicament and can often leads
to further expense if solicitors or even court
action are required. I would only really ever
suggest looking at this option if you know
what you are doing.

Simply put, these will get the job done, but
just be careful about what you are signing up
for.
Finally you have the personal option, this
includes specialist Will Writers like us at
Nsure or your local Solicitors, we both have
industry recognised accreditations and are
insured meaning your Estate is protected
should something go wrong. My team are
trained and qualified to a high standard, we
are adept at dealing with intricate situations
or complex financial matters.
Our single Wills start from £150, so although a
little more expensive than the online offering,
you will find a vast difference in the levels of
service. We are contactable in person, on the
phone, over email and even by zoom.
Writing a Will can be a complex issue, it’s one
that has both legal and personal ramifications
and choosing the right provider is an
incredibly important part of the process.
If you would like to find out more information
on how we can help, then please feel free
to get in touch on 01903 821010 or email
emma.wells@nsure.co.uk

Next up we have the “Online” Will Writing
Service. In principle, these look great, they
ask you some questions, you complete an
online form and hey presto, within 5 – 10
days, you have your new Will. Many of these
companies are completely legitimate and use
third party providers to check and write your
Will. In general, this option will set you back
about £90 for a single Will, one thing to look
out for is unnecessary upselling and whether
the initial headline fee covers everything that
you need. Let’s be honest, nobody wants any
surprises when it comes to final payment.
28
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Be a Friend of the Steyning Festival.
We are busy planning a packed programme of events for Steyning Festival 2022
and will be in our usual place in the Big Top on Fletchers Croft.
A taster of things to come……………….
Green Day, get involved with helping to save
the planet. Enter a giant inflatable whale and
learn about the ocean and its inhabitants.
Art in the Park, find your inner Picasso,
Kandinsky, or Kahlo.
Jubilee lunch on the High Street or picnic at
the Big Top.
Big music event with Craig Charles, plus
other live music, Comedy night, children’s
activities, theatre trail, author events, walks
and talks, all the fun of the fair, the list
is endless. Keep a watch on the Festival
website for updates and info.
Be a Friend to get priority booking.
We will be selling tickets a little differently in
2022. Instead of making these available all
at once, tickets will go on sale as and when
each event is confirmed.
We will inform you of availability on a regular
basis, but as a Friend, you get exclusive
access to tickets from the end of January

before they go on public sale in April. There
will be a cap of six tickets per event.
The benefits of being a Friend.
As well as getting priority booking, Friends
will be invited to the Festival Launch evening,
which this year will be at Wiston House in
April, details nearer the time.
The cost of Friends membership remains
the same: £15 individual and £20 for a family
(2 adults). Please renew via the Festival
Website. If, for whatever reason, you can’t
join via the website, please email Friends@
steyningfestival.co.uk and ask for a paper
form.
We look forward to seeing you all in 2022,
save the date now:
27th May – 5th June 2022!
Joanna
Steyning Festival Friends

CHALK

Now you can support the Steyning Downland Scheme,
just by eating!
The Goring family, who founded the Steyning
Downland Scheme and continue to be our
biggest givers, have found a new way of
supporting the SDS: They’ve opened a brand
new restaurant! Called ‘CHALK’, it’s located
30

in a lovingly restored Sussex barn, they use
local ingredients, the food is fantastic but
even better, £1 is donated to the SDS from
every bill! Our unabashed opinion is CHALK is
without doubt the best restaurant in Britain
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COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

Steyning Community Orchard January 2022

garden plots has come about - it does not
disturb the stability of the ecosystem.

Very sadly we have again had to cancel plans for our annual January Wassail.
Usually, the Mythago Morris Side join us and lead a noisy procession to the
Memorial Playing Field Orchard, as they have done until last year when we also
had to cancel, to awaken the trees from their winter slumbers and to make a
cacophony of noise banging pots and pans to frighten off the evil spirits, so that
the trees will bear an abundance of blossom and fruit.

Above ground in the orchards, our winter
task we will be pruning the fruit trees. The
stone fruits (plums and cherries) have to
be pruned in summer, as viruses may enter
the cut wood in the cold months which can
destroy the tree. Another task is checking the
supports stabilising the tree - a wobbly trunk
can seriously affect its development. Also,
we have to keep the area around their roots
weed free for the first three to four years to
aid good root growth.

to give the trees more light and air but with
a life expectancy of 80 – 100 years these are
sadly coming to the end of their lives.
In winter orchards seem quite sleepy but
underground it is a very different story.
Tree and plant roots live intimately with fungi
and algae, each helping each other to fight
and survive. The fungi provide minerals and
antibiotic like substances for the trees and
plants in exchange for sugars and nutrients
made from the photosynthesis in their leaves
and achieve this by using carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere; (carbon capture).
The word Wassail comes from the AngloThere is an amazing book devoted to this
Saxon meaning ‘be in good health’. The
underground life written by Merlin Sheldrake
tradition goes back to Pagan times, when
called ‘Entangled Life’. It is a really good read
hunger and food shortage was common and and describes how everything works together
communities tried to do all they could think
in harmony, as neither can live without the
of to make sure their harvests were bountiful. other. This is why the idea of not digging
We are keen to continue this ceremony so
that these traditions and the folklore are not
lost. So, the Mythago Morris Side are booked
for 2023!! Put it into your diaries!

And then there are the rabbits and the deer!
In hard winters they will nibble the tree bark
for nourishment. That is why we put and
check the collars around the lower trunk.
So, while the trees rest, the orchard
volunteers continue the cycle of work to
help the orchards develop and thrive.
We do hope that we will be able to meet at
our Wassail in January 2023.

Happily, in spite of not being ‘wassailed’
our orchards have thrived and the trees
are growing well! We had a couple of apple
juicing sessions in October where we were
able to press juice for the people who had
brought along their crop and made plenty to
sell at the Farmers Market to replenish our
coffers!
It will be a few years before the trees we
have planted reach maturity and become a
good source of apples for the community.
The trees that do provide for us in our
orchard are cookers from a line of trees
growing along the edge of the Rublees
Allotments hedge, planted some 70 years
ago. Volunteers have cleared round the roots
32
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LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS

Waxwings
Waxwings are dumpy, starling-sized birds which look like characters from a Beryl
Cook painting– all silky curves, coiffured crests and heavy make-up. Imagine
an orange / brown hand grenade wearing eye shadow and you’re almost there.
Add to it black, white and yellow wings accessorised with a row of shiny, scarlet
teardrops.
These waxy red feather tips, which give the bird its name, are believed to be used
in courtship; the biggest and best wing-bling belonging to the older males.
Waxwings roam in
gangs – you’re more
likely to see twelve
than one. To be next
to a berry-laden
bush when a flock
descends is akin to
being sat in a quiet
pub when a drunken
hen party bursts
through the door.
Waxwings announce
their arrival with
high-pitched chattering and excited trills
and greedily squabble over berries as if they
were fighting over half-price handbags in the
January sales.

without any
waxwing sightings
in the Horsham
district. Meanwhile
we have already
been invaded by
other Scandinavian
tourists – Redwing
and Fieldfare have
flocked to our parks
and gardens while
along the Adur you
may catch a glimpse
of the impressive Short-eared Owl.

There was once a time when people believed
that the rare appearance of a flock of
Waxwings was an evil omen; a portent of
Waxwings love berries. They can eat their
disaster, war or pestilence. Well, I’m willing
own body weight in just a few hours. Once
to take that chance for a glimpse of one of
this flock of feathered locusts have chomped these beauties. I mean, 2022 can’t be worse
their way through one berry bush they fly off than the past two years, can it?
to ransack another. Their reliance on berries
is the cause of their irregular migrations or
By Michael Blencowe:
‘irruptions’. Every few years a failure in the
Learning & Engagement Officer,
berry crop in their eastern Scandinavian and
Sussex Wildlife Trust
northern Russian homeland sparks a winterSussex Wildlife Trust is an independent
long, Europe-wide berry guzzling rampage
registered charity caring for wildlife and
which eventually leads them to our island.
habitats throughout Sussex. Join Michael
They’re not fussy where they dine; industrial
Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and
estates, petrol station forecourts, parks and
also enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife
gardens - anywhere that can lay on a decent
courses, Wildlife magazine and our guide
berry buffet. The ornamental bushes planted
book: Discovering Wildlife in Sussex.
around supermarket car-parks are a good
It’s easy to join online at:
place to look for them.
www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.uk/join
British ‘Waxwing winters’ are by no means
an annual event and we may go for years
34

or T: 01273 497532
Waxwing © Derek Middleton
Sussex Wildlife Trust
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Book Reviews: January 2022
Hare House by Sally
Hinchcliffe
Hardback £14.99, Pan
Macmillan
This enjoyably creepy
modern-day Gothic thriller
is full of unexpected twists
and simmering tension.
A young woman arrives
in Scotland, looking to
escape the shadows of her
past. Moving into a cottage on the remote
estate of Hare House, she begins to explore
her new home and its stunning surroundings.
She strikes up a friendship with her landlord,
Grant, and his troubled younger sister Cass,
but her taciturn neighbour, Janet, makes
her uneasy, as do local tales of witchcraft
and strange customs involving clay dolls.
As the snows of winter descend and she is
drawn further into the world of Hare House,
its history of grief and madness begins to
emerge, interwoven with revelations about
her own mysterious past.
‘Gripping supernatural / psychological
suspense!’
Unsettled Ground, by
Claire Fuller
Penguin £8.99
One of our FAVOURITE
novels from 2021, now
out in paperback , if there
is anyone left we haven’t
already thrust it upon!
‘Unsettled Ground’ is
a beautifully-observed
portrait of lives lived at the
fringe of society, and what happens when
those edges fray. The central characters, 51
year-old twins, Julius and Jeanie, have lived
a sheltered rural existence with their mother,
Dot, surviving hand-to-mouth on what they
can earn from their garden produce and
odd farming jobs. When Dot dies suddenly,
the twins are forced to confront the outside
world, and long-kept secrets begin to
36

surface, casting doubt on family truths and
shattering their precarious existence.

Things you need to survive January.... FICTION!
(Because real life's too unbearable!)

‘An absorbing and delicately-nuanced novel.’
Harley Hitch & the
Missing Moon by Vashti
Hardy
Paperback £6.99,
Scholastic
The imagination of
‘Brightstorm’ author Vashti
Hardy knows no bounds!
In this, the second of
Vashti’s illustrated chapter
books for younger readers,
our plucky, mechanically-minded heroine
Harley Hitch accidentally makes the moon
disappear! Harley is horrified to realise
that Time is speeding up, wildlife is getting
disorientated by the darker nighttime, the
wind is getting stronger, and there’s no more
tide. Harley, her robot dog Sprocket, and her
best friend Cosmo must sort out the mess
before it’s too late!
‘This fun story, full of ingenious inventions
is perfect for sharing with 5/6 year olds,
and 7/8 year olds will enjoy reading
independently.’
The Caravan at the Edge
of Doom 2: Foul Prophecy
Paperback £6.99 Harper
Collins
By a strange coincidence,
this book ALSO features
a heroine called Harley!
We can’t wait to read ‘Foul
Prophecy’ by new Steyning
resident, children’s writer
Jim Beckett! His first
book ‘Caravan at the Edge of Doom’ was a
hilarious, madcap adventure, which followed
11-year-old Harley on a perilous quest
through a caravan toilet portal into the Land
of the Dead.
In ‘Foul Prophecy’ Harley is relieved to be
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Fresh new paperbacks out this January - high on excitement, easy on the wallet
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back home in normality after her adventures
in the Beyond... But things aren’t normal for
long - a bunch of Restless Souls turn up at
school, the Portal of Doom breaks, and what’s
all this about a mysterious Prophecy? Expect
monsters, madness and mayhem galore!
Perfect for readers of 8-11 years.
‘Get in touch if you’d like an author visit from
Jim at your school!’
The Rollercoaster Boy by
Lisa Thompson
Paperback £6.99.
Scholastic
Lisa Thompson writes
relatable, middle-grade
fiction with lashings
of heart, humour
and unforgettable
characters! Her new novel
‘Rollercoaster Boy’ is
packed with clues to crack and mysteries to
solve, yet is also an empathetic portrayal of
living with a bipolar parent.

Todd and Laurie’s dad is either on top of
the world, taking them on fun adventures,
or down in the depths and sleeping all the
time. In the middle of the night, he bundles
them into the car and drives them to the
Paradise Hotel. Dad had painted a picture
of a luxurious mansion surrounded by acres
of land - a fairground, a swanky swimming
pool, a grand ballroom, firework displays.
The reality is…. a rundown dump - and the
disappointment means Dad takes to his
bed. Todd and Laurie soon meet Scout, the
daughter of the owner, who tells them about
the night many years ago when a famous
novelist vanished from her room on the top
floor, which was locked from the inside...
Getting to the bottom of the mystery is the
perfect holiday activity for this bunch of kids,
left to their own devices!
A proper page-turning adventure for readers
of 9+. ‘We are thrilled to be doing some
school events with Lisa so look out for
signed copies in mid-January.’
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CALL FOR A COPY OF OUR 2022 HOLIDAY BROCHURE
Our door-to-door coach holidays for 2022 include:
• Warner Leisure Hotel Breaks to Holme Lacy, Cricket St
Thomas, Nidd Hall and Studley Castle
• Orkney and the Castle of Mey
• Treasure Houses of Yorkshire
• Ireland Coast-to-Coast
• Summer in York
• Loch Lomond
• Ilfracombe
• Tyrolean Alps
• Yorkshire Dales
• Sidmouth
• Chateaux of the Loire Valley
• Lake District
• Thursford Christmas

www.roadmarktravel.co.uk - 01903 741233

Roadmark Travel, 4 Mill Parade, Mill Lane, Storrington, RH20 4NF
38
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Local Clubs and Societies

To add a club or society or change the details kindly email roger@barawood.co.uk
CHARITIES:

Cancer Research Steyning.
www.cancerresearchuk.org
Steyning & Ashurst Friends
of St. Barnabas House.
01903 814337
The Friends of Steyning
Parish Church.
01903 813232
The Steyning Society.
01903 879305

Steyning Museum.
01903 813333.
Steyning National Women’s
Register
01903 815577 nwr.org.uk

Cheqoutz Cribbage Team.
01903 815471.
Knit and Natter.
01903 812751.

Steyning So and Sews
01903 813467

Singability. 07845 546365.

The Arts Society Steyning.
01903 812752.

Steyning Downland Scheme
Group. 01903 812404.

Steyning & District Good
Sugar and Spice Sugar Craft Neighbours Association.
Club. 01903 695700.
01903 816181.

The Steyning Friends
Vintage Years Club.
of Chestnut Tree House
01903 813012.
Children’s Hospice.
01903 813901 / 01903 815601
West Chiltington Bridge
Club. 01903 742674 / 01798
The Royal British Legion
813626.
Steyning & District Branch.
01903 815176.
West Sussex Decorative &
Fine Arts Society.
CLUBS AND SOCIETIES:
01903 411086.
Chanctonbury Quilters.
01903 812171.
Steyning Art Group.
Patricia: 01903 815096.

SOCIAL:

GENERAL:

1140 Steyning Squadron Air
Training Corps 01903 815511
- 1140@rafac.mod.gov.uk

Friends of Steyning
Downland Scheme. www.
steyningdownland.org/
support-us/friends-scheme/
Special Task Force.
01903 765340.
Steyning & District U3A.
www.steyninganddistrictu3a.
org.uk
Steyning for Trees.
01903 816726.

Cadet Centre. 01903 813113.

Steyning Greening
Campaign. 01903 813232.

Steyning Bridge Club.
01903 814726.

Cadet Centre - Steyning
Army Cadets. 07737931010.

Steyning in Bloom.
01903 812317.

Steyning Camera Club.
info@steyningcc.org.uk

Steyning, Beeding and
Bramber Trefoil Guild.
01903- 812622.

Steyning Library Book
Group. 01903 270330.

Steyning Bellringers.
01903 813653.

Steyning & District Flower
Club. 01903 815803
Steyning Downland Women’s
Institute. 01903 812570.
Steyning HF Ramblers.
01903 813460.
Steyning Horticultural
Society. 01903 814049.
40

Steyning Litter Pickers.
susanjglover@outlook.com

Steyning Probus Club.
07733 435662.
The Steyning Downland
Young People’s Sunday
Conservation Group.
07791 437790.

Steyning Parish Church.
steyningparishchurch@gmail.
com
The Steyning Downland
Conservation Volunteers.
Steyning WEA Day School.
sdsvolunteers@gmail.com
01903 816190/07713 270806.
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Local Clubs and Societies

To add a club or society or change the details kindly email: roger@barawood.co.uk
Time Travellers Cafe in
Steyning. 01903 817144.

groups/938854172796096/

Know Dementia - Green
Volunteering in the Horsham Moments. 01273 494300.
District. 01403 273985.
Parkinson Support Group.
01273 969603.
Young People’s Sunday
Conservation Group.
Pilates Personal Training.
07791 437790.
07941 078 091.

SPORTS:

Friday Evening Badminton
Club. 01903 815857.

Steyning Healthy Walks.
Health Centre, Tanyard Lane.

Short Mat Bowls.
01903 816474.

Steyning Patients
Participation Group. Health
Centre, Tanyard Lane,

Southdown Gliding Club.
01903 742137.

YOUTH:

Steyning Athletic Club.
www.steyningac.co.uk

1st Steyning Rainbows.
1ststeyningrainbows@gmail.
com

Steyning Bowling Club
01273 887953
www.steyningbowlsclub.com

1st Steyning Brownies.
1ststeyningbrownies@gmail.
com

Steyning Scuba Club.
07786 243763.

1st Steyning Guides.
www.girlguiding.org.uk

Steyning Stars Gymnastic
Clubs. 01903 800024.

2nd Steyning Scouts.
Beavers, Cubs. 815807.

Steyning Tennis Club.
Chanctonbury Ring
01903 814890/01903 815862. Woodcraft Folk.
steyningwoodcraft@gmail.
Steyning Ladies Table Tennis com
Club. 01903 810085.
Sussex Clubs for Young
Steyning Rugby Club.
People.
07719 153971.
jo.bell@sussexcyp.org.uk
MAC Playgroup.
Steyning Town Community
mac_group@yahoo.co.uk
Football Club. 07713 628053.
The Table Tennis Club.
01903 815396.

HEALTH:

West Sussex Downs
Diabetes UK Group.
www.facebook.com/
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THEATRE:

Milestones Theatre and
Supper Club. 07500 478097.

Steyning Youth Theatre.
01903 602 815
07788 497 779.

MUSIC:

Chanctonbury Chorus.
www.cantatrice.co.uk
01903 812662
Kaleidoscope Singers.
www.kaleidoscopesingers.org
Sandgate Singers.
01903 743345.
Sing Out Sister Ladies Choir.
07730 373142.
Steyning Jazz Club.
01273 430311.
Steyning Live Lounge Music
Club.
team@steyninglivelounge
Steyning Parish Church
Choir. 01903816008.
Sussex Harmonizers
Barbershop Chorus.
01444 553102.
Vocal Fusion acapella.
www.vocalfusionacapella.
co.uk
01444 482183.

SUBSCRIBE TO
OUR MAILING LIST
yourmag.co.uk

Steyning Drama Club.
07905 451684.
steyningdramaclub@gmail.
com
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LOCAL NEWS

LOCAL NEWS

January 2022: Gardening
Journal

Article by Alex Bell
T: 01903 815065 M: 07866 747849

January is a time for rest and recuperation as the best place to view the garden
is often from indoors. Having said that, the bright winter sunshine and crisp frosty
mornings are often my favourite times of the year in the garden. I love seeing the
gardens structure highlighted by that low Winter light. Frosty mornings can also
be quite calm and serene, it gives us a chance, (in between the rainy days), to
appreciate the garden in a completely different light.
Acer davidii is a beautiful small tree which
develops a spreading crown of arching
branches, it’s one of the best of the
‘snakebark’ maples, so-called for their
distinctive textured bark which starts red on
young shoots, eventually turns to green and
white serpentine stripes.

As Its most attractive feature for many is its
attractive green and white striped bark the
best place to plant this Acer would be where
it can be seen, especially in the winter when
the bark becomes more evident. It works well
as a specimen planted in a mixed border but
would also work well standing alone too.

Acer davidii is a perfect specimen tree to be
grown as a standard or multi-stem, it is ideal
for a courtyard or garden setting and prefers
a sheltered location, although it is fully hardy
and will grow in almost all well drained soils
up to 10-15 metres high. Its mid-green and
often lobed foliage is renowned for its fine
autumn colour which flush orange, pink and
then fall in yellow. While it does flower in
spring the yellow racemes flowers are pretty
insignificant along with the clusters of winged
seeds that follow the spring flowers.

Jobs to be done in January:
Ornamental Garden.
• If the ground is waterlogged then keep off
the soil to avoid compaction and worsening
the conditions.
• If snow falls – Do not let the snow sit
on the shrubs, gently shake off to prevent
damage.
• Prune bush or standard apples and pears,
aiming to create an open framework of 		
about 5 main branches.
• Sweet Peas can be sown this month and
those sown in the autumn can be potted
on. Place them in a sunny greenhouse, 		
coldframe or windowsill.
• Plan annual cut flowers for the borders.
• Mulch borders if not already done in 		
autumn.

Acer davidii was originally discovered
by Basque priest Armand David who
was a missionary in Central China and is
categorised under the Aceraceae family.

• Plant deciduous hedges.
cloches, netting or fleece.
• Move deciduous trees and shrubs if 		 • Harvest Winter Veg such as parsnip, 		
necessary.
swede, sprouts, leeks and turnip.
• Ensure protective coverings such as fleece • Remove one third of the oldest stems of 		
/ mulch have remained in place over frost
blackcurrants at ground level to encourage
tender plants.
new basal shoots.
• Avoid walking on turf when the grass is 		
covered with frost or is waterlogged.
Vegetable Garden
• Protect brassicas from pigeons with 		

Plant of The Month – Acer davidii
44
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STEYNING MUSEUM ARCHIVES

Men of their Word

The day after the Feast of the Annunciation (26th March) in 1358 twelve men
gathered in Steyning to deal with an important issue. They had come, not as a jury
to listen to evidence but to bear witness themselves. They were required to cast
their minds back 22 years and provide exact testimony as to what had happened
at the Feast of the Annunciation in 1336. Their answers are recorded and are
remarkably clear and circumstantial, despite the lapse of years and the trauma of
the Black Death having intervened.
What they had come to do was to provide
evidence for the birth date of William
Bonet. His family owned the manor of
Wappingthorne just to the north of the
borough of Steyning but, his father having
died, his lands had been taken into the hands
of the local magnate, Michael de Poynynges,
until it could be proved that he, William, had
come of age.
The formal inquisition tells us what they said:
‘Stephen Wolgar [a good Steyning name.
One of his Steyning relatives fought at the
Battle of Crecy in 1346] says that the said
William is 22 years of age, having been born
at Woppyngthorn in the parish of Stenyngg
on Thursday the feast of the Annunciation,
and baptized in the church of St. Andrew,
Stenyngg, on the
same day; and that
Robert Gervays
[as in ‘Jarvis Lane’],
William atte Welle
and Elizabeth de
Wodemannecote lifted
him from the sacred
font [the self-same
font which is still
in use today]. This
he knows because
William, his own son,
was born and baptized
in the same church on
the same day.’
‘John Piper agrees and
says that he married
Joan, daughter of
William de Lychepole,
in the church of
Stenyngg on Monday
46

after the birth of the said William.’
‘Thurstan Vesk agrees and says that William
Bonet, the father, granted him for life a yearly
rent of 20s. from land in Wappyngthorn by an
indenture dated at Stenyngg on Monday after
the Annunciation, 1336.’
‘William atte Lowe agrees and says that his
father died at Stenyngg on Sunday after
the Annunciation 1336, and the day of his
death is written in the missal of the church of
Stenyngg.’
‘William Batte agrees and says that Richard
his son became a monk in the priory of
la Sele [Beeding] on the day on which
Joan, mother of the aforesaid William,
was churched. [‘churching’ is the blessing
of a woman and
thanksgiving after
giving birth].

‘Adam Poyntel agrees and says that within
a month from the birth of the said William
he married Joan, daughter of William de
Penbrugg, to wit in 1336.’
‘Walter Smyth and Robert Roberd agree and
say that they were summoned with others to
a delivery of the gaol of Guldeford, and on
their return thence they were at dinner with
William Bonet the father on the day on which
Joan the mother was churched.’
‘John Benet agrees and says that Robert
his son was presented to the vicarage of
Stenyngg within a fortnight of the birth of the
said William.’ A pleasing consequence of John
Benet’s testimony is that we have been able
to add his son Robert’s name to the long list
of Steyning vicars from the past.
In the years where formal records were not
kept it was these sworn testimonies which
mattered. Although William atte Lowe wrote
the date of his father’s death in the church
missal, there is no indication that this was
checked. It is what he said that was trusted.

‘John de Aylesham
agrees and says that
there was a quarrel
between him and
William Bonet the
father, and peace was
restored between
them on the day
William the son was
born.’
John Weston and
William Ede agree and
say that on the sixth
day from the birth of
the said William they
both started on their
way to Santiago, to wit
in 1336.’
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